
Standards Based Learning
A new way of providing feedback for motivation



Standards Based Learning - SBL
The purpose of standards-based learning is to raise student 
achievement by clearly communicating students’ progress toward 
learning targets.

Standards-based learning focuses solely on a student’s academic 
achievement.

This system is designed to give students, parents and teachers more 
information about the student’s progress in meeting the level of 
proficiency required by each standard.

 



Standards Based Learning Basics
What is standards-based learning (SBL)?

The goal of SBL is to provide the student, family and teacher with an accurate picture of the student’s learning 
and to encourage a dialogue about how the student can learn the material.  In particular, because learning is a 
process that takes place over time and with experiences, each assessment will provide feedback on what to 
focus on next.  The SBL philosophy focuses on the learning and not simply tallying points to earn a letter grade.

How is SBL different from traditional grading?

SBL utilizes a natural cycle of learning which includes a clearly defined standard, appropriate instruction, 
practice, timely and specific feedback, and more practice until the student is ready for the final assessment.  SBL 
provides students, families and teachers with feedback that is: Fair, Accurate, Meaningful, Specific and Timely.



What is right with Standards Based Learning?
SBL

1. Supports Learning as an ongoing 
continuous process

2. Communicates to the Standards set by 
Legislature

3. Proficiency is determined by evidence 
showcased supporting their knowledge of 
the state standard

4. Accepted by all colleges and universities.
5. Focus on Feedback and Growth 
6. Separate communication on Employability 

Skills

 

Traditional Grading

1. Once the test is complete, learning is 
complete.

2. Grade is an accumulation of homework, 
quizzes, projects, and tests. (Others)

3. Is generally understood, but easily 
misinterpreted

4. Cut-off points on the letter scale are 
arbitrary

5. Include factors of behavior and not just 
achievement

A in one class is not the same A across all - 
averages



The research shows about SBL
- State of Wisconsin adopted academic standards over 25 years ago.
- Ken O’Connor and Robert Marzano: Academic specialists who have been leading the charge in 

grade reform nation wide for the past 20 years.
-  “The most effective grading practices provide accurate, specific, timely feedback designed to 

improve student performance.” (2007 - O’Connor and Marzano)
-

- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-fMn25vVJSo Rick Wormeli approach to Standards Based Learning

- Thomas Guskey and Douglas Reeves: Focused their research on effective grading practices that located the 
ineffective models that can become toxic for the learners.

- “The Mathematical flaw in the use of the zero on a 100-point scale, has been shown to be used as a form of 
punishment for the students that have not done the work.” (2004 - Reeves) 

- “With the implementation of a effective grading practices can have a positive effect on student achievement, 
discipline, and attendance.” (2008-Guskey)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-fMn25vVJSo


Additional Rationale for SBL and Next Steps

State Standards - Learning vs. Grading (Practice vs Collection of Points)

CES Parents receiving Standards Based Report Cards 

WI Schools are moving in this direction: Southern Door, Oshkosh, Neenah, Kiel, etc.

Consistency in grading across content area departments, buildings, and individual 
teachers

Intrinsic Motivation for learning



Standards-Based Lesson Design
Backwards Design

Unit Plans

English 12 Unit 2 Plan

Essential Questions

Using the standards, 
develop essential 

questions to focus the 
skills to the content. 

Establish Standards

Start with the end in mind - 
what are the skills (standards) 

that students should 
demonstrate proficiency in by 

the end of the unit?

Design Assessment

The assessment should 
show proficiency in the 

standards, using the 
content discussed over 

the unit.

Daily/Lesson Activities

Design lessons that will 
give students the content 

knowledge and skills 
practice to successfully 

complete the 
assessment.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sDLY76oPkM9buW20U1IZZOE0oT7GZGgFUL0Wge_QD1c/edit?usp=sharing


Standards Rubrics and Feedback in Physical Science
Students can view the rubrics in Schoology to help them as 
they complete work. 

When students receive feedback in Physical Science, they 
enter it into their Standards Tracker document.

This gives them a way to view all feedback for a particular 
standard in one location, making it easier to use the feedback 
to improve.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/15PUFiUOGILtk25eDsZ1Y4w40YzgD7mzlJk_F4-HjDro/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1v66IBYKHa_P86X1bNNg0HDaDh5GSNdREkl6tRA8dBj4/edit?usp=sharing
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Module 1 Descriptive Expectations



Geometry        2017-2018

Standards for Chapter 7

7-1  Calculate solutions to ratio and proportion problems.  Apply proportions to similar
polygons, including similar triangles.

 
7-2  Determine and prove that triangles are similar.  Understand the different ways to prove

triangle similarity.
 
7-3  Use similar triangles, similar polygons, ratios and proportions to solve real-world

problems, including word problems.
 
7-4  Determine and calculate proportions in triangles.
 



Geometry        2017-2018
Sample Student Scores:

7-1 7-1 A 7-1B 7-2 7-2 A 7-2B 7-3 7-3 A 7-3B 7-4 7-4 A 7-4B

Student 1 4 4 3 2 4

Student 2 4 3 4 4

Student 3 3 2 3 1 3 4 2 3 4

Student 4 2 3 2 2 3 3 3

Student 5 4 1 4 3 4

Student 6 3 4 2 3 3 2 3

Student 7 3 2 2 4 2 2 3 1 3

Student 8 1 3 1 3 1 2 4 0 3

Student 9 4 4 4 4

Student 10 4 3 3 3


